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                       Fall 2019 

  

The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries from coast 

to coast are on traditional territories of Indigenous Peoples 

 
 

 

   “We Shall Keep the Faith" 

 
This poem was written by Moina Michael in November 1918. She received inspiration for her work from 

"In Flanders Fields", penned by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae (May 3, 1015) 

 

 

 

Oh! You who sleep in Flanders Fields, 

Sleep sweet - to rise anew! 

We caught the torch you threw 

And holding high, we keep the Faith 

With all who died. 

 

We cherish, too, the poppy red 

That grows on fields where valor led; 

It seems to signal to the skies 

That blood of heroes never dies, 

But lends a lustre to the red 

Of the flower that blooms above the dead 

In Flanders Fields. 

 

And now the Torch and Poppy Red 

We wear in honor of our dead. 

Fear not that ye have died for naught; 

We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought 

In Flanders Fields. 
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Minister’s Message 

 

 

It has been a great beginning to my time at Trinity. In the first couple months that I’ve been here I have 
performed my first baptism, my first communion on my own, and had a very lovely Covenanting Service with this 
community of faith. …A lot of other stuff has happened too, but some of the things that are exciting to me aren’t 
exactly the flashiest. Like windows, for example. My last office had no exterior windows. It had a door (obviously), 
which I nearly always had open, and I did get a fair amount of natural light from windows just beyond my office. 
But when I was seated at my desk I couldn’t see outside. My office here is a lot different. I have four pretty large 
windows facing the Peace Garden and the woods beyond it. I have seen rabbits, squirrels, robins, blue jays, 
butterflies and hornets do their thing as though I’m in a cabin somewhere. It is truly lovely, and makes it very easy 
to write. I’ll be watching to see how the scenery changes in the colder weather. I’m hoping that doesn’t arrive for 
a little while yet, but given that this continues to be Canada, it’s hard to say anything about what will or won’t 
happen in terms of the weather. 

 
Advent will have its start in December, but until this we will have another couple months of “the season 

after Pentecost,” which is also called Ordinary Time. Neither of those names is particularly exciting, but it’s such a 
long period of time that it is easily the longest of the liturgical seasons. Of course, extraordinary things can still 
happen, it’s just we aren’t close to one of the two major Christian days. Church life isn’t going to slow down much 
anyway. There is a lot going on in the next couple months and I am looking forward to all of the ways that we are 
going to pray, work, and celebrate together. 

 
That said, this is also a time of balance. As of the time of writing, the sun has recently crossed into the 

constellation Libra, which may not be of much consequence depending on your interests. I have a somewhat-
ironic-not-terribly-serious interest in astrology, to the point where my sister got me a very fancy book that I have 
in my office. Librans seek balance and compromise, but also have to manage a certain duality that comes with 
considering multiple opinions. Astrology isn’t exactly a science and not everyone born from late September to late 
October is going to have the same personality, but astrology is based on the idea that cycles occur in life, and I 
think in that way it has valuable perspective to offer. It identifies the complexity of different influences that can 
impact our day-to-day lives. Thinking that way, even if you are skeptical of the planets being among those 
influences, it can be important to remember that many things are likely going on in your life that you have to 
consider. 

 
As we move through this new season and new things start or begin 

again, remember to maintain a balance as a good Libra would. Strive to take 
stock of the “ordinary” things that make up such a large and important part of 
our experiences. Take a moment to look around to see animals going about 
their business, see the leaves change colour, and the last of the crops being 
prepared for harvest. There is a season for everything, and whether the 
weather, stars, or church councils since the time of Emperor Constantine 
govern them, the time for everything will come. It is my prayer that we will 
take our time: there is no reason to hurry through to a more exciting time. In 
this place and with these people, every day will be worth a celebration. 

 
Yours,  
Rev. Scott        

                                                                                                                                                July 7/19; first “solo” service! 
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Celebration of a New Ministry: 

Rev. Scott Beckett and Trinity- Covenanting Service 

The Covenanting Service for the new pastoral relationship between Rev. Scott 

Beckett and Trinity United Church was held on Sunday September 22nd. It was a 

joyful event and was well attended by Trinity folks, representatives of the 

Horseshoe Regional Council, neighbouring communities of faith as well as Rev. Scott’s family and 

friends. 

A Covenanting Service is held to mark the covenant between a new minister and a congregation; 

to affirm their promises to work together in worship, study, prayer and action.  

We were joined in the service by Rev. Jeff Werner who represented our regional council, 

Horseshoe Falls. Rev. Werner had also served as advisor to the Trinity Search Committee in our 

search to find Rev. Scott. 

Readings were offered by Rev. Scott’s grandmother Lynn Garraway 

and his father Bruce Beckett. Dorothy Maudsley and Donna Kiss of 

the Trinity congregation also gave some lovely readings.  Many 

thanks to Carole Falconer the choir for adding the music which 

provided additional atmosphere to this moving event. 

The Search Committee participated in the service by reading the “Statement of Living faith Story” 

for Rev. Scott (Trudy Cameron), offering the opening prayer (Kazie Killius) and by presenting Rev. 

Scott for  covenanting  (Phyllis Greer). Diane Kalina presided and Joan Cooke presented the 

symbols. 

During the service Rev. Jeff Werner asked both Rev. Scott and our Children and Youth Ministry 

Developer, Abigail Ramirez to make the promise: “You have been called by God to work together 

in this community of faith. Will you promise in faith and obedience to Christ to share this ministry, 

supporting one another in love and, through your unity of spirit, inspiring 

all God’s people here in their common ministry for Christ?”   

The service ended with promises from Rev. Scott to accept the support 

and encouragement of Trinity and the Regional Council, to work 

cooperatively with the wider church and wider community to embody 

God’s love in the world. Symbolic gifts were also presented: A bible to symbolize teaching; a 

pitcher to symbolize baptism in the name of Christ; bread to symbolize care for those who hunger 

and thirst; and a plant to symbolize helping us grow. 
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Tidbits from Council 
A feature designed to inform the congregation about noteworthy council decisions and discussions 

 

1. Covenanting Service for Rev Scott Beckett 

The Worship Committee recommended the Covenanting Service be held Sept 22 at 7:00pm. The reason why the 
service wasn’t held along with the Sunday morning service was largely due to the unavailability of the Regional 
Representative Rev. Jeff Werner who also has his own Sunday morning worship service to lead. Please see the 
additional article about the service elsewhere in this Trinity Branches Newsletter. 

2. Treasurer’s Report 

Steve Bang reports that although we have a $56,000 deficit so far this year, considering some one-time costs, we 
are trending a bit better than last year at this time. 
 
 3. Minister’s Report 
 
Rev. Scott reports that he is busy making community connections and is working on long range planning for 
Trinity. He has been invited to a meeting of a cluster of churches. He has also started an Instagram page and a 
Facebook account to help improve Trinity’s image by creating a vibrant on-line presence. Scott presented a mock-
up of a new Trinity website and council approved the funds to proceed with updating it. 
 
4. Property 
Steve Bang reported that there will be a leaf clean-up again this year. Date TBD. All are invited.  
The contractors building the new houses are hoping to pave the lot before the snow flies. 
 
5. Outreach 
Ross Roberts reported that the two children we sponsored to send to camp really enjoyed their experience. 
Thanks to all who contributed to making this happen.  
 
6. Bobby Cloutier Memorial Golf Tournament 
Council ratified the decision to rename the annual golf tournament in honour of Bobby Cloutier.  
 
7. Sanctuary Chairs 
Please see Ross Robert’s report also contained in this Newsletter. Our goal has been reached and the committee 
of Phyllis Greer, Ellen MacLean and Linda Roberts will pick a few fabric colours for presentation to the 
congregation. 
 
8. Next Soup’s On 
 Mark your calendars….Stewards have set the next date….Oct 6th. And, SURPRISE, it will be a “Chilies On”. 
 

         -Diane Kalina, Council President 
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Summer Thank You 

Thanks to everyone who was able to attend church this summer & welcome Rev. Scott to the 

pulpit. This is the first summer that we haven’t had the need to ask members of our congregation 

to lead a Sunday service, so we all had the opportunity to enjoy Rev. Scott’s sermons.   

Thank you to Mary Canning for playing the piano while Carole Falconer was on a well-deserved 

summer vacation. Thanks also to our guest pianists Emma Beckett & Erika Reiman. This summer 

we had the chance to sing some old time favourite hymns. The music each Sunday was uplifting, 

joyful & appreciated by all.   

Thank you to Abigail Ramirez, our Youth Developer, for once again leading Camp TUC this 

summer.  We greatly appreciate her leadership & offer our congratulations on a very successful 

event.   

Thanks to Sheila Graham, our church secretary, for being in the office each week & helping to 

assist Rev. Scott as he was learning more about Trinity.   We appreciate Sheila’s weekly “Trinity 

Happenings”, keeping everyone informed, especially when many of our members are away over 

the summer.           M&P 

 

 

Chair-ity Drive 

 

As of Sunday, September 29, 2019 we have collected $5,780 (surpassing our 

goal of $5,000) to purchase new chairs for our sanctuary. And all of this was 

accomplished before the anticipated cut-off date of September 30, 2019. 

Thank you to everyone for your excellent support of this fundraiser. 

A committee has been appointed to decide on the colour the chairs should be and the number of 

chairs with and without arm rests. Their recommendation will be presented to council so a final 

decision can be made and the chairs can be ordered. 

Thank you very much to everyone who has already made a donation. Your commitment to Trinity 

United Church is very much appreciated. 

            Ross Roberts 
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WHITE GIFT 

    RYERSON CAMP 

Young Hannah attended Gapher Camp this summer at Ryerson and had a wonderful time.  

She is looking forward to returning next year and would like to stay for a longer period of 

time.   

Many thanks to everyone who helped make it possible for Hannah to attend camp.  It was 

very much appreciated by her family. 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

Several younger children received supplies for back to school.  This year we gave the 

‘older’ children a gift card from Walmart allowing them to choose what they would 

like/need. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

We would like to be able to help approximately 14 families this Thanksgiving with non-perishable 

food items along with a food voucher enabling them to purchase a turkey or ham.   

Once again we are reaching out to the congregation to help us re-stock our pantry.  All non-

perishable food items are in need.   

If you are able to assist with any of the items listed below it would be very much appreciated. 

 

Peanut Butter/Jam  Pasta/Pasta Sauces                                 Canned noodles 

Cereal    T.P.      Any type of noodles 

Lunch Box treats  Kleenex       Pudding Cups  

Drinking Boxes  Tooth Paste     Tuna 

Kraft Dinner   Canned Fruit/veggies   Cookies  

   

Any other non-perishable items would be most welcome. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Linda and Kathy 
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There must be a better way!  ~~ A note from your Treasurer 

It's Sunday morning and you are rushing around preparing to attend Trinity for the morning service.  Time is tight 

because you slept through the alarm and you still need to iron your outfit.  If the toaster doesn't pop a breaker 

you should make it just under the wire and, as usual, slide into your seat just as Carole begins the welcoming 

refrain.  You run to the kitchen to grab your offering envelope and pull out your wallet only to discover you have 

no cash.  Not to worry you can write a cheque! Unfortunately you used up your last cheque and your new cheque 

order has yet to arrive.  Now you will need to drop by a bank machine on your way to the church so you can make 

your offering.  So much for enjoying Carole's soothing organ prelude, you will be lucky to make it in time for the 

sermon.  There must be a better way to make an offering! 

You are late for the service, of course, greeted at the door by the familiar smiling face of this Sunday's Steward 

with whom you look forward to chatting after the service.  Sliding into a chair in the back row you realize that it is 

unlikely you will have the opportunity to speak with them after the service as they seem to disappear once the 

service ends and they seldom attend fellowship.  What a shame. Where do they go, you ask yourself?  It is really 

too bad that they can't enjoy the refreshments and the fellowship like the rest of us.  You wonder if there is 

something you can do to help change this, short of volunteering to be a steward? 

Well there is a better way to make an offering and there is something you can do to reduce the workload your 

Stewards face on Sunday mornings and to allow them to enjoy fellowship and refreshments with everyone.  The 

simple answer is sign up for PAR which stands for pre-authorized remittance.  It is a quick and easy process which 

can be started, changed, or stopped at any time and it will help save you the trouble of finding cash or writing a 

cheque on Sunday morning while reducing the time Stewards spend dealing with the offering. Once you sign up 

for PAR your offering is automatically taken out of your account on either the 4th or 20th of the month (your 

choice) and deposited into the church's account.  No muss no fuss. 

There are many other benefits to giving through PAR in addition to helping you and the Stewards.  The church 

requires funds each month to operate and in the summer when you are away on holidays or at the cottage you 

can still support the church if your contributions are being made automatically through PAR.  At the end of each 

year Sheila works with your Treasurer to produce tax receipts for people who make contributions. For 

contributions made through PAR tax receipts are very easy and quick to produce.  Contributions made through 

envelopes take much longer as all contributions for each person must be added together to determine the total 

offering for the year so a tax receipt can be produced.  After each service, two Stewards are required to open the 

envelopes and count the cash and cheques, complete a reconciliation sheet on the computer and deposit the 

funds into the bank.  In addition, your Stewards could be at personal risk carrying the cash to the bank to be 

deposited. 

There are so many advantages to you and the Church when you make your contributions via PAR.  Please take a 

moment to give this some prayerful thought, if not for you, for the benefit of our Stewards who work tirelessly to 

record and protect the Church's offerings but who would also love the opportunity to enjoy the fellowship of 

everyone following the service. If you would like to sign up for PAR or find out more about it please contact your 

Treasurer, Steve Bang at steve.bang@humber.ca  or any Steward on Sunday morning.  Thank you and God bless. 

mailto:steve.bang@humber.ca
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Stewards 

 

The first Stewards sponsored “Soup’s On” for the season will 

indeed be a   Chili’s On!       Sunday Oct 6 

 

The next Soup’s On is scheduled for Sunday Dec 8. Please lend 

a hand where you can! A huge Thank You from the Stewards! 
 

 

 

 

                                

Bill Armstrong Charity Auction 

Saturday, Nov. 16, 2019 

 Preview 6 p.m.                     Auction 7 p.m. 

 

 

It’s Auction time again! 

Steve Bang is again our auctioneer and it’ll be a fun night. Please mark the date down on your 

calendar. We need items to auction off. Please look around your house, talk to your family, 

friends and neighbours and see what you can contribute to the auction. Perhaps you can make up 

a basket of some sorts (food, cosmetics, bath products, household items, sports goods, baby 

items, Christmas items, etc.) This is a major fundraising event for Trinity, so let’s work together 

and make the auction successful! 

 

Auction Committee (Judy Armstrong, Steve Bang, Dan Broaddus, Jim Greer, Jackie Kalina, Markus 

Kalina, Kazie Killius, Mary Moore, Ross Roberts) 
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Trinity Tidbits 

On June 25, we lost our dear friend Bobby Cloutier to his battle with ALS. A beautiful 

Celebration of Bobby’s life took place at Trinity on Sept 7. Our love and prayers go 

out to Ellen, Roger, Vanessa and Simon and the rest of Bobby’s family.  

 

 

  

  

     Dear Trinity Friends, 

 On Dec. 10th I will once again return to S. India and the rural villages of Roofs for the Roofless. 
Presently, they are coping with a severe water shortage.  You can just imagine the difficulties this 
is causing. On this journey I always try to bring a number of small rupee notes to distribute as gifts 
among the needy. Please be generous with your coins! Converted to 
rupees, your contributions are far-reaching within this ‘Life-Giving’ 
organization. 

 We will no longer be using the little ‘Roofs House’. It is too risky leaving 
coins out in the open, with so many renters using our church. I will 
personally and thankfully receive your saved coins at any time! 

  --- With Sincere Gratitude and Blessings--- Joan Cooke      (Canadian Ambassador for Roofs) 

 

  

 

 

 

The TLC Group will be holding a Christmas Memories Service on a Monday 

evening in early December…date to be confirmed… Please watch for more 

information. EVERYONE is invited! 
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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH GOLF TOURNAMENT 2019 

Our annual golf tournament was held on Sunday, June 23, 2019 at the Oakville Executive Golf Courses. 

Although the number of players was down from what we normally have, we were still able to raise just over $ 2,550.00 

largely due to the nine holes being sponsored at $100.00 per hole.  Also thanks to a very successful auction after dinner we 

were able to bring out total up. 

Thank you to everyone who came out and for the many items that were donated for the auction and for individual prizes. 

We are looking forward to a successful tournament again next June. 

I now have approval to change the tournament name.  In future the tournament will be called the “Bobby Cloutier 

Memorial Golf Tournament”  in recognition of the support both Bobby and Ellen have given over many years in having 

so many of their friends and relatives attend the annual tournament. We have become very good friends with the people in 

this group and greatly appreciate their support also. 

The winning team again was the foursome of Richard Kingston, Stan Arnold, Mark Aniol and Steve Bang. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Longest drive for women was won again by Jacqueline Kalina.              Longest drive for men was won by Stan Arnold. 

Once again we want to thank everyone for their help and continued support. We also want to extend our sincere thanks and 

appreciation to the Oakville Executive Golf Courses operators and staff.  We could not have this tournament run as smoothly 

as it does without their support and help. 

Ross and Linda Roberts 

(And we your friends at Trinity appreciate the hard work Ross and Linda put in each year to make this event fun and 

profitable!) 
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Youth Ministry Update by Abigail Ramirez 

Camp TUC 2019, “Stars in Our Galaxy,” was a great success with 18 

children enrolled and 4 hired summer students: Gwen, Natalie, Sierra 

& Thea as counsellors. The children learned about Creation, God’s 

promises, the birth of Jesus and the message he shares about God’s 

Love. The children learned about what it means to be a shining star, 

through helping and caring for others. In addition, they learned about 

the blessing of being one of many of God’s children, as represented 

by the stars in the sky. They also learned of God’s special star, Jesus, 

who helps us to understand God’s love and what it means to do the right thing even in challenging times. 

Amongst all the fun, the children enjoyed special guests: Susan who led a pottery painting activity & animation 

director, Daryl who spent time drawing with the children. We had special volunteers: Rev. Scott Beckett who 

helped during bible time, Ryan, Marianne and Celeste who helped with snack time, Kazie & Yan who helped with 

making cookies, and one volunteer junior counsellor, Ekaterina. She will also be volunteering on occasion to help 

with the Sunday School this year. Thank you to all of our volunteers! Thank you again to everyone who donated 

towards Camp TUC! There were so many contributors, I won’t be specific in case I leave someone out, but your 

contribution was really instrumental in making this year a success! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday School has benefitted from the leadership of Mary-Lloyd Clifford’s gardening talents revamping our 

children’s garden with bountiful results! In addition to the flowers, herbs and tomatoes, the children experienced 

planting, growing, watering and harvesting potatoes. The children also enjoyed the wonderful opportunity of 

making their own mashed potatoes with herbs from the garden. Thanks for all your hard work Mary!  
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Kids Create continues to see a wonderful mix of families who’ve been dedicated supporters as well as newcomers 

who get to enjoy being involved in a caring community. In July the group had a great time at a special potluck 

where members of the congregation were invited to participate. After the meal, the children got to create their 

own special dessert which included fresh mint from the children’s garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead, we are already making plans for our annual, Halloween Family Fun Night. Last year there were 

many volunteers and over 70 people in attendance for this great community & family event. This year’s event is 

planned for Friday, October 25 from approximately 6-8pm. If you are interested in getting 

involved in this year’s special night, please contact Abigail: youthministry@trinityunited.com 

 

 

 

 

As we look forward to another Thanksgiving, what are those blessings in our life we are celebrating and commonly 

thankful for? Our family, our friends, good health, the privilege of being able to provide for our own and the 

opportunity to reach out to others. Gratitude that our Lord has provided strength, comfort and love through 

heartache and difficult times.  

 

But let us also be thankful for “New Beginnings”, the opportunity to look forward with expectancy, knowing our 

Lord will bring goodness and purpose out of every life circumstance, no matter how discouraging; thankful always 

for Hope, Faith and “New Life” when we trust completely in our Lord’s leading. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving, Trinity!                                       

                                        

Joan Cooke 

  

mailto:youthministry@trinityunited.com
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The Moccasin Trail 

 

If you go to Lion’s Valley Park off Dundas St, west of Neyagawa Blvd and venture along the trail 

heading south on the east side of the Sixteen Mile Creek, you will find The Moccasin Trail. This 

trail was developed as part of Oakville’s Canada 150 celebrations. 

The signs along the trail explain the traditional teachings of the Anishinaabe (the Original People) 

and the passages of the Thanksgiving Address of the People of the Longhouse. They give thanks 

for the People, Mother Earth, Water, Plant Life, Fruits, Medicines, Fish, Trees, Birds, Four Winds, 

Grandfather Thunder, Elder Brother the Sun, Grandmother Moon and the Stars. 

It is an interesting lesson about our Country’s Indigenous Heritage; those who were here before 

us. Especially in this, our season of Thanksgiving. 
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Jason’s Report 

 

From July 22-28, Jason went to Collingwood for the Elvis Festival. He explored Nancy Island, The 

Peach and the Festival. In the Elvis Festival, there are various artists 

who perform Elvis. Jason heard songs like Jailhouse Rock, Love Me 

Tender, Heartbreak Hotel, Viva Las Vegas, Are You Lonesome 

Tonight and more. 

Jason had a great time in Collingwood. He did it “My Way!” 

 

T-Ball 
June 12- dbl and grand slam; July 3-grand slam; Aug 7- dbl and 2 grand slams; Aug 14- grand slam 

and single; Aug 21- 2 grand slams 

 
Track 
June 22-100m, 4th/200m, 5th/ 400m, 4th/ shot put, 2nd/mini javelin, 3rd; Aug 

12- 100m, 1st/ 200m, 1st/ shot put, 2nd/ mini javelin, 2nd 

 

 

Bowling (Team Mickey and Minnie Mouse) 
Sept 18-2 st, 2 sp= 246 pts; Sept 28-6 st, 4 sp= 336 

pts 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date 
The Special Olympics Canada Winter Games 2020 

Feb 25-29, 2020 

Thunder Bay, ON 

 

Floor Hockey venue 

C. J.  Sanders Fieldhouse. 

Lakehead University 
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The Last Laugh 

In Florida, an atheist created a case against Easter and Passover Holy days. He hired an attorney 
to bring a discrimination case against Christians and Jews and observances of their holy days. 
The argument was that it was unfair that atheists had no such recognized 
days. 

The case was brought before a judge. After listening to the passionate presentation by the 
lawyer, the judge banged his gavel declaring, "Case dismissed!" 

The lawyer immediately stood and objecting to the ruling saying,  
"Your honor, How can you possibly dismiss this case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter and 
others. The Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my client and all other atheists 
have no such holidays..."  
The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, "But you do. Your client, counselor, is woefully 
ignorant."  The lawyer said," Your Honor, we are unaware of any special observance or holiday 
for atheists."   
The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is April Fool's Day. Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool says 
in his heart, there is no God.' Thus, it is the opinion of this court, that, if your client says there is 
no God, then he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st is his day. 

Court is adjourned..." 

 


